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fhake twice 5 and a maid fervant of Mr. Jervas Hay¬ 
ward, of this town, being ill, and fitting in a chair, 
fhe felt it (hake twice. Mrs. Sims and her daughter 
at Canterbury felt their beds fhake on tire above day 
and hour. The morning, at that time, was calm, 
but very hazy; foon after we had a very great tempeft. 
If any thing further ihall occur worth notice, I will 
give your honour an impartial account thereof. I 


am. 

Sandwich, March 2c, 
»7S 6 - 


Honourable Sir, 
Your moil dutiful 


humble fervant, 


Samuel Warren. 


LXXXVII. Remarks on the Stones , in the 
Country of Naffau, and the ’Territories of 
Treves and Colen, refembling thofe of the 
Giants-Caufey, in Ireland. In a better 
to Thomas Birch, D. D. Secret. R. S. 
from Mr. Abraham Trembly, F. R. S. 
Tranfated from the French. 


Read April i. 
>75 6 - 


SIR, Conduit Street, March 28, 1756. 

B EING in the month of September 
laft at Weilbourg in the country of 
Naffau, I was informed, that there were found in the 
neighbourhood a great quantity of Hones, of a pretty 
Vol. 49. 4 E regular 
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regular fhape, and of a confiderable fize. I judged 
from the account, which I had of them, that they 
refembled thofe, which formed, what is called in Ire¬ 
land, the Giants-cauley. I was more and more con¬ 
firmed in this notion, when I faw 1'ome of thole 
ftones in a pavement. Upon finding, that the quarry, 
whence they were taken, was at no great diftance, I 
went to it the day following. It is in a wood, upon 
the declivity of a hill. It has not yet been dug into 
above twenty feet deep, and forty long. I diftindtly 
perceived, that this quarry confifted of a mals of 
Hones of an almoft regular form. I examined care- 
fully all thofe, which prefented themfelves to my 
view. I caufed 1'ome of them to be detached from 
the reft; and I l'earched with attention the parts 
about this quarry. I could not difeover at what 
depth thele ftones are to be found under-ground. 
They appear very near the furface of the earth, where 
the quarry, which I am fpeaking of, lies. And 
there was a pretty conliderable fpace of ground, in 
which the top of the ftones appeared, and where 
it was ealy to examine the ftiape of their upper ends. 
It is very far from being the lame in all of them: 
but when a great number of them are compared 
with one another, we find real'on to conclude, that 
the hexagonal form is the moft common. The more 

O f 

regular the figure of thefe extremities is, the more it 
approaches to that of an hexagon. The two ends 
of every ftone appeared to me, for the moft part, to 
have the fame ftiape. The Tides of the ftone are of 
the fame form with the ends, and are plain. Every 
ftone is therefore a prifm of a certain number of 
fides. They are from three to eight fides, and of 
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all the intermediate numbers. The length of the 
prifms is not equal. I faw none of lefs than two 
feet long j and I have feen fome of five. The thick- 
nefs of them is not at all more equal: it is of nine 
inches and under. Many of than form a pillar by 
lying one upon another. All thofe, which I faw, had 
their extremities plain, and confequently were not 
jointed into the other. They feemed to me not at 
all joined together. 

The pillars, formed by feveral of thofe ftones, are 
placed exactly one againft the other, without having 
any void between them. They are in a fituation al- 
moft perpendicular. 

Upon breaking thefe ftones, their colour appears 
clearly to be black. It is a kind of pretty hard ba- 
l'altes. It ftrikes fire with fteel; and it appears 
to be very like that of the Giants Caufey in Ire¬ 
land. 

This ftone muft be very common in the country 
of Naffau. I have been allured, that fome leagues 
diftant from Weilbourg, there is an old caftle almoft 
intirely built of it. 

I went from Weilbourg to Coblentz in the electo¬ 
rate of Treves. I obferved on the road thither, in 
the towns and villages, through which I palfed, that 
this bafaltes was made ufe of in the buildings and 
pavements. I made the lame remark in my journey 
from Coblentz to Colen thro' Bonne. I found a 
pretty large heap of it in a village three leagues from 
Bonne. Thefe ftones feemed to be collected in or¬ 
der to be made ufe of. I met with no perfon, of 
whom I could inquire, whether there was a quarry 
in the neighbourhood. In continuing my journey 

4 E 2 along 
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along the Rhine, in my way to Bonne, I faw in the 
river, the waters being pretty low, a rock, which 
flood a foot or two out of the water. Examining 
it nearer, I found it to be a mafs of thofe prifms of 
bafaltes, the heads of which appeared; and I had all 
imaginable reafon to think, that it was the top of a 
natural mafs of the flone. I was convinced by this, 
that there were quarries of it along the Rhine. 

If, in coming near to Bonne, a perfon examines 
the parapet walls, which are built on both fides of 
the high road, he will find them to be of thefe ba¬ 
faltes flones. There are many of them in the old 
walls of the ramparts of Bonne and Colen, and in 
the pavements of thole cities. 

After I had made thefe obfervations, I was in¬ 
formed by Mr. Emanuel Mendez da Cofla, that 
fome authors mention quarries of this bafaltes in Up¬ 
per and Lower Saxony, and in Silefia. 1 do not 
know, that thofe in the country of Naffau, and the 
territories of Treves and Colen, have been defcribed. 

I thought proper, Sir, to communicate to you 
what little I have learned in a journey, in which I 
had not time enough to make, upon fo curious a 
iubjedt, all the relearche?, which I could have 
wi filed. 

One cannot know too many particulars of this 
remarkable Hone, or compare too many of the fadls, 
which they offer to attentive obfervers. This is the 
true method of attaining, if poffible, fome know¬ 
ledge of this natural curiofity. 

Thofe, who have made obfervations upon falts, and 
inquiries into flones, minerals, and metals, know 
how common cryflallifations are in nature. A very 

great 
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great variety are found in Searching mountains, vifit- 
ing caverns, and defcending into mines. There are 
few of the naturalists, accuftomed to thefe refearches, 
who (hall obferve the bafaltes above-mentioned, but 
will be inclined to confider them as fo many cryftal- 
lifations. I do not think, that the great extent of 
thefe maffes, which have been difcovered, and the 
bignefs of the Stones, which compofe them, form 
any objection againSt this notion. I am, with very 
great eSteem, 

S I R, 

Your molt humble 

and molt obedient fervant, 

A. Trembley. 


LXXXVIII. An Account of a Work pub - 
lifhedin Italian^Vitaliano Donati, M. D. 
containing , An Effaytowards aNaturalHi- 
ftory of the Adriatic Sea : By Mr. Abra¬ 
ham Trembley, F. R. S. ‘Tranflatedfrom 
the French, by Thomas Birch, D. D. Secret . 
R.S . 

Read April 1, r ~ | HIS work of Dr. Donati, printed 
«7S 6 - at Venice in 1750, is written in 

Italian, in the form of a letter addrefled to Mon- 
Signor Leprotti, phyfician to the Pope, dated at Knitz, 
on the borders of Bofnia, the 2d of November, 1748. 
This letter contains but a Small part of the observa¬ 
tions 



